











+ John Watts, Senior Counselor
+ Deanna Segall, Legislative Assistant

The Policy Council met with several staff members from the Office of Senator Dianne Feinstein.
Deanna Segall asked whether the Policy Council needed any Congressional support in terms of
outreach to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to prevent potential highway
sanctions. She then stated that the Senator’s office has been working closely air quality issues
and asked the Policy Council to keep in touch on the contingency measures. In the discussion on
water, John Watts expressed that the Senator is working to secure additional funding for canal
projects.

Following the passing of Senator Feinstein on September 29, 2023, Governor Gavin Newsom
appointed Laphonza Butler to serve as the junior United States Senator representing California.
We will share contact information for her staff as those announcements are made.

Congressman David Valadao (R-CA-22)
o Parker Edwards, Legislative Assistant

The Policy Council closed their first day of meetings with a session with Congressman David
Valadao, who was joined by Legislative Assistant Parker Edwards. The group provided an update
on pending grant applications from the Central Valley. The Congressman stated that he would
support the application submitted by the Kern Council of Governments for the Southbound SR 99
to Westbound 58 Connector Project submitted through the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant
(MPDG) Program and could leverage his position on the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies to do so. He lamented
that permitting continues to be a barrier to project development even with increased funding
available through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Following an update on the Policy Council's meeting with the Bureau of Reclamation on the
Biological Opinions, Congressman Valadao stated that he is generally supportive of the 2019
BiOps. He noted that he introduced comprehensive water infrastructure legislation earlier this
year entitled the Working to Advance Tangible and Effective Reforms (WATER) for California Act
(H.R. 215) that was approved by the House Natural Resources Committee to codify the 2019
BiOps into law.

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Office of Congressman Tom McClintock (R-CA-05)
s Chris Tudor, Chief of Staff

The Regional Planning Agencies Palicy Council kicked off its second day of meetings with the
Office of Congressman Tom McClintock, where they had a robust discussion with Chief of Staff
Chris Tudor on surface transportation, air quality, and water infrastructure in the San Joaquin
Valley. Chris emphasized the Congressman's philosophy that, while he may disagree on if
Congress should authorize certain infrastructure funding, he will work to ensure that any already
available funding is directed to the Central Valley. On the contingency measures and sanctions
issue, Chris indicated that the Congressman would “stand by” until the Policy Council provides
direction but would be happy to help in any way he can.
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In a discussion on water infrastructure, Chris stated that the Congressman is in support of the
2019 Biological Opinions. In response to the group’s report on their meeting at the Bureau of
Reclamation (USBR), he expressed optimism that Commissioner Touton would conduct an
honest stakeholder engagement process in developing the new BiOps. He also suggested that
the Central Valley delegation weigh in to express support for any comments that the Policy
Council submits during the forthcoming NEPA comment period.

Supervisor Chiesa closed the meeting by encouraging Congressman McClintock to reconsider
his stance on Community Project Funding (CPF). Chris responded that the Congressman likely
will not change his stance entirely but could opt not to directly oppose an earmark directed to the
Central Valley from another Member.

Congressman Jim Costa (D-CA-21)
e John Lynch, Legislative Director

The group next met with Congressman Jim Costa and Legislative Director John Lynch. The
Congressman shared that he has been working to advocate for the Valley’s air quality priorities
on Capitol Hill and probed Environmental Protection Administrator Michael Regan on the topic in
a hearing in the House Agriculture Committee earlier this year. He was encouraged to hear that
conversations with officials from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have been
productive.

On water infrastructure, the Congressman sited new funding he secured from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law for three reservoir projects: the B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion
Project; the North of Delta Off-Stream Storage (Sites Reservoir Project); and the Los Vaqueros
Reservoir Expansion Phase Il. He stated that he is working to secure additional funding for those
projects and other priority projects in annual appropriations.

Congressman Jay Obernolte (R-CA-23)
s Patrick Paolini, Senior Legislative Assistant

The Policy Council then had the opportunity to meet with Congressman Jay Obernolte and Senior
Legislative Assistant Patrick Paolini. The Congressman now represents a portion of Kern County,
and the group officially welcomed him to the Central Valley Congressional delegation. In response
to the concerns the group expressed over potential sanctions, the Congressman recommended
drafting a bipartisan letter from the Congressional delegation to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) on the matter.

On water infrastructure, the Congressman stated his position is that California “has a water
storage problem, not a water source problem.” He sympathized with the Policy Council’s position
on the Biological Opinions and argued that, regardless of stance, the “whiplash” on the issue
between Administrations is “terrible policy.”

To close the meeting, Ahron Hakimi provided the Congressman with an update on priority surface
transportation infrastructure projects in his district. The Congressman responded that California
City should prioritize a highway project as its next Community Project Funding (CPF) request so
the Congressman could help fund the project through that avenue.
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Congressman John Duarte (R-CA-13)
o William Ahlquist, Legislative Aide

Congressman John Duarte and Legislative Aide William Ahlquist joined the Policy Council for a
robust discussion on air quality and water infrastructure. Hearing the concerns of the group on
the contingency measures and potential sanctions, the Congressman stated that he would be
willing to send a letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at the appropriate time.

With regard to water infrastructure, Congressman Duarte expressed support for the Policy
Council's position on the Biological Opinions. He also noted that he is an original cosponsor of
the Growing Access to Environmental Sustainability (GATES) Act (H.R. 4800), a bipartisan bill
that would expand farmer eligibility for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Additionally,
the Congressman recommended that the Policy Council consider urging the Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) to extend emergency dredging permits.

The Congressman communicated that he has been advocating for a project to raise the San Luis
reservoir and inquired on the potential to leverage Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funding for the
components related to SR 152, In his concluding remarks, Congressman Duarte stressed that
the housing affordability shortage is linked to water scarcity and insufficient allocations for new
housing projects.

Congressman Josh Harder (D-CA-09)

The Policy Council next held a brief meeting with Congressman Harder. The Congressman
expressed his full support for the Policy Council's efforts to avoid highway sanctions and affirmed
that the issue was a “top priority” for his team. He stated that he would be willing to advocate to
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) directly in whatever manner might be most
helpful. He also noted that he would be wiling to help find funding pathways for any
supplementary measure or investments that EPA might mandate as part of a contingency plan.

With regard to water infrastructure, the Congressman stated that he is a “big fan of anything we
can do to get projects built.” Priority projects for his office include Del Puerto Canyon, Los
Vaqueros, Sites, and San Luis.

The White House
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

« Stephanie Sykes, Special Assistant to the President
o Luke McGowan, Senior Advisor for Economic Recovery
o Judy Fong, Intergovernmental Affairs Coordinator and Policy Analyst

The Valley Voice group then traveled to the White House for a meeting with officials from the
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs. Participants included Special Assistant to the President
Stephanie Sykes, Senior Advisor for Economic Recovery Luke McGowan, and Intergovernmental
Affairs Coordinator and Policy Analyst Judy Fong. The conversation was ride-ranging and
included a discussion on air quality, surface transportation infrastructure, and water infrastructure.
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Stephanie stated that, while the White House could not share its specific position on the Biological
Opinions publicly, she was glad that the Valley Voice trip had been productive in terms of
conversations with the Administration. The IGA team was also encouraged by the Valley's
conversations with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) around the highway
sanctions issue.

The meeting closed with an update from the White House on new resources from the
Administration intended to support local infrastructure investment. Luke noted that earlier that day
the White House had published a Guide on technical assistance resources available to support
applicants seeking opportunities through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation Reduction
Act. He also provided an overview of clean energy tax incentives eligible for Direct Pay through
the IRA and encouraged the Valley delegation to pursue those resources since they cannot be
oversubscribed like competitive grant programs. Judy stated that she would follow up with
additional information.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Air and Radiation

Office of Water

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations

¢ Arnita Hannon Christmon, Intergovernmental Liason
« Mimi Soo-Hoo, SRF Project Officer, State and Tribal Assistance Branch
¢ Meredith Bauer, Air and Radiation Division {(departed EPA after)

A small group of participants met with officials from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) for a discussion of air quality issues and water infrastructure needs. The Valley Voice
delegation express their concern for the potential impact of the agency imposing federal highway
sanctions on the region. Those concerns were registered by EPA attendees, some of whom
attended a previous meeting with the Air District earlier in the week. Council Member Wright then
discussed how the City of Stockton has utilized the State Revolving Fund and the WIFIA credit
assistance program to address community needs. EPA officials provided an overview of new
formula and competitive resources authorized by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the
Inflation Reduction Act.

Air Quality Meeting with Congressional Delegation
Office of Former Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA-20)

Kyle Lombardi, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of Former Speaker Kevin McCarthy
Trevor Smith, Legislative Director, Office of Congressman Kevin McCarthy
John Lynch, Legislative Director, Office of Congressman Jim Costa

Alexa Fox, Senior Legislative Assistant, Office of Congressman Jim Costa
Joshua Jamison, Legislative Director, Office of Congressman John Duarte

s & o o 0

The Valley Voice trip concluded with a bipartisan meeting hosted by former House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy's team on air quality. The group briefed senior staff from the Offices of Representatives
McCarthy, Costa, and Duarte on meetings with the Administration over the past two days. The
participants engaged in a question-and-answer session on their discussions around the approval
of contingency measures and the likelihood of highway sanctions.

Kyle Lombardi from the Office of Congressman McCarthy stated that he would soon circle back
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with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) about holding a briefing with the Central
Valley Congressional delegation to show that there is bipartisan concern on the issue. He added
that Congressman McCarthy has been briefed on the topic and wants to support the Policy
Council in finding a resolution. Kyle has also spoken with Sarah Swig in Senator Padilla’s office
on the matter. The Valley delegation emphasized that any government shutdown could narrow
the window before the sanctions take effect.

The meeting closed with a discussion on the Policy Council's broader legislative priorities during
the Valley Voice tip. Kyle asked that Supervisor Verboon follow up with him on barriers to utilizing
funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). He also probed the group on
how the Farm Bill under development could support farm-to-market routes. Finally, he noted that
Congressman McCarthy is closely following the Biological Opinions issue closely. He conceded
that if the new draft “doesn’t create more water it's going to be a bitter pill for us to swallow.”
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TO: KCAG Commission
FROM: Terri King, Executive Director
DATE: October 25, 2023

SUBJECT: Reschedule November / December KCAG Meeting Dates

KCAG's November and December regularly scheduled meetings are close to the Holidays.
KCAG historically reschedules and combines the November and December meetings so that they
do not conflict with the Holidays. Any upcoming public hearings to be scheduled will need to
specify the meeting date for the hearing. KCAG staff has also spoken with the Kings County Area
Public Transit Agency about rescheduling their meetings, as they are regularly scheduled on the
same dates.

KCAG staff recommends that the November 22, 2023 and December 27, 2023 regularly
scheduled meetings be canceled and that a Special Meeting be scheduled for December 6, 2023
at 3:00 p.m.
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